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Misinformation, or the lack of information, may be the 
cause of misleading statements on The Correctional 
Service of Canada. Here a few examples with brief 
explanations. 


lt has been said: Penal institutions are non-productive 
tax burdens on the public 


® Accelerated use of inmate workshops is expected to 
reduce the cost of incarceration in federal institutions. 


@ Direct operating costs of maintaining inmates in 
federal institutions 1979-80, including employee 
benefits 


Security Average Cost 
Maximum - male $35,823 
Maximum/medium - female $25,958 
Medium - male $22,669 
Minimum - male $18,421 
Minimum (Community Correctional 

Centres, inmates on day parole) $11,579 


Indirect costs of $60 million are not included. This 
amount covers administration at headquarters in 
Ottawa, and the five regional headquarters, centres not 
in full operation during 1979-80, the cost of maintaining 
federal inmates in provincial institutions, and the costs 
of staff training colleges. 


@ About 80 per cent of inmates in federal institutions are 
employed in gainful work. Of these, 24 per cent (some 
2,000 inmates) are involved in education and training 
programs. 


@ 22 federal institutions operate industrial shops, 
providing employment in varied occupations. 


® Instruction is available in highly-technical skills, such 
as key-punching, printing, microfilming, television. 


Traditional trades, mechanics, carpentry, autobody 
repairing are also taught. 


@ More than 50 per cent of federal workshops are 
certified in the provinces where located. Inmates 
graduating from these courses are recognized as 
qualified technicians. 


@ Inmate-manufactured goods for use in the institution 
were valued at $1.8 million in 1979/80. 


@ Other products manufactured by inmates and sold to 
outside buyers are increasing each year. 


@ 60 per cent of the food consumed by inmates in 
federal institutions is produced on five well-managed, 
highly-productive farms. 


@ An inmate pay incentive program is expected to 
encourage inmates to further develop their skills. 


It has been said: The prison system is in a state of 
disarray, and recommendations for change by the 
Parliamentary Sub-Committee have not been 
implemented 


@ Most of the 65 Recommendations have become part 
of the vast change in correctional administration. 


® The Correctional Service of Canada has developed a 
five-year master plan starting mid-1979. The system 
guides all projects, keeping directors constantly aware 
of CSC goals. 


@ Detailed construction planning has been 
implemented and brought under strict control. 


e@ Itemized expenditure forecasting has been 
introduced. 


@ An effective preventive security system operates in 
the institutions, which provides early warning 


concerning potential security hazards, acts of violence 
of disturbances. 


@ National and regional headquarters have been 
reorganized to increase efficiency. 


e An Inspector General has been appointed to inspect 
institutions and investigate irregularities. 


@ Training for correctional officers has been extended, 
and a probationary period of two years introduced for 
new recruits. 


It has been said: CSC has no policy for dealing with 
hostage-takers in prison 


@ The Correctional Service of Canada has a firm policy 
which prohibits deals with hostage-takers while 
hostages are being held. 


@ Inmates do not derive ultimate benefits from taking a 
hostage. 


@ When hostages are held, only negotiations for 
necessities, such as food or medical supplies are 
permitted. 


@ Institutions have an Emergency Response Team 
trained to deal with violence and hostage-taking 
incidents. 


@ All hostage-taking incidents are referred to the Crown 
Attorney's office to determine if charges are to be laid. 


It has been said: Incarceration is the only or best 
deterrent to crime 


@ Studies have not provided iron-clad facts proving 
incarceration is a deterrent to crime. 


@ There is a strong sense of social responsibility 
emerging which opposes wholesale warehousing of 


offenders, to the financial detriment of society and 
mental deterioration of offenders. 


@ Canada’s rate of imprisonment ranks approximately 
sixth in the world; 90 of every 100,000 Canadians are 
serving time in prison. 


@ 40 per cent of offenders in federal institutions are 
there for non-violent crimes. Many of these could be 
serving free society, paying for their crimes in work or 
money, rather than as a continuing financial burden on 
taxpayers. 


@ |f allowing offenders to work as productive members 
of society is considered a lenient attitude toward crime 
deterrence, perhaps the fact that tax reduction can 
result from such a program might help society to accept 
change in the penal system as a positive move to 
correctional reform. 


It has been said: Inmates forfeit all rights and freedom 
at the prison gate 


@ Canada has adopted the principles of the 1975 United 
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders which specifies “An offender 
retains all the rights of an ordinary citizen, except those 
that are expressly taken away from him by statute, or 
that he loses as a necessary consequence of 
incarceration.” 


@ These rights are guaranteed by directives and 
regulations which govern the administration of The 
Correctional Service of Canada. 


e@ Added to these rights offenders are granted some 
privileges, also expressed in directives and regulations 
of CSC: a grievance system; religious visiting; access to 
the Correctional Investigator; privileged 
correspondence at the discretion of institution 
management. 


it has been said: All inmates are emotionally or 
mentally disturbed 


e@ Studies by the Medical and Health Care Services 
Branch of CSC indicate perhaps 25 per cent of the 
prison population can be categorized as having some 
degree of emotional disturbance. The broad category 
“emotionally or mentally disturbed” includes inmates 
who have mild personality disorders and those with 
severe disabilities. 


@ Only a small percentage of those with mental or 
emotional disorders are judged by psychiatrists as 
being candidates for treatment. 


e Afurther 3 to 7 or 8 per cent are judged to be retarded 
or borderline retarded. 


For more information please contact: 


The Correctional Service of Canada 
Communications Branch 

Public Participation Division 

340 Laurier Avenue West 

Ottawa (Ontario) KiAOPS9 Tel: 995-3031 (613) 
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